NEWSLETTER
6TH SEPTEMBER 2021
A big warm welcome to the new term. All the staff and trustees hope that you all had a fabulous summer
that was filled with lots of memory making after what had been a tough year for many and you enjoyed the
sunshine (??!) and a little of the outdoors. We have lots planned for the coming academic year and hope
you are all ready for a more relaxed year ahead.
In line with DFE guidance all restrictions have been lifted but hygiene protocols that were introduced during
the last year will remain in place in setting. Children will wash their hands regularly and all
cleaning/sanitising procedures in setting will remain unchanged.
Drop off and pick up: We have reviewed our procedures and request that children be dropped between 8.50
and 9.10. A window that we feel allows for school and other drop offs. We request that you do not drop
outside these times as it is disruptive to sessions, unless arranged in advance with a member of staff.
Pick up will be between 3.20 and 3.30. If you would like to arrange a regular pick up at an alternate time,
please speak with a member of staff.
Jo will continue to welcome children as they are dropped off at the main door, parents will drop at the door
and will not be able to come inside the Church Rooms. This aids a prompt start to the pre-school day and is
less disruptive for children. It allows our staff to settle children quickly and start the activities that the
children enjoy. Once a parent has dropped off, children will be supervised during hand washing, and they will
then enter the hall. Whilst waiting to drop off parents will be asked to wait by the fencing of the play area as
per last term and be respectful of others in terms of social distancing. Whilst the wearing of masks is now
not mandatory, we ask you to consider those around and respect individual choice.
We remind parents that they need to bring to setting:
▪ A named small bag or rucksack, inside which they must bring:
• a named water bottle for their child (to stay in setting).
• a named sunhat (to stay in setting)
named wellies
• a coat at all times (weather can be changeable)
• nappies and wipes. (Wipes are requested for all children even if they are not
required for toileting)
• a spare set of clothes including socks.
Parents are requested to:
▪ Drop off and collect children on time.
▪ Ensure that children do not bring anything into pre-school (such as toys) as we are still being cautious.
▪ apply sunscreen before coming to setting if required
In line with last term any significant communication between staff and parents should take place via email
or phone to aid drop off and pick up. Your child’s Keyworker will say goodbye where it is possible.
You will be given a plastic wallet to bring to and from setting every day. Could you please make sure that
these are in your child’s bag for every session.
Forest Area: We are still working closely with the St Mary’s and Diocese to reinstate the use of the area.
Planning permission has now been granted and we hope to sign a licence for use in the very near future so
children can enjoy this wonderful area again. We shall update in due course.

EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage): There have been some changes to the EYFS requirements which will be
implemented as of the 6th September at pre-school. The main change for the children is that child led play,
rather than planned themes and activities will be implemented. If you have any questions regarding this,
please speak to a member of staff.
Invoicing: Invoices for the Autumn term will be sent out by email shortly. Please be aware that the invoices
may go into your junk/spam folder so it may help to add Zoe’s email address zoeggvp@gmail.com to your
mailing list.
Pre-school information: From next week, news and information about pre-school will be uploaded on our
website and Facebook page instead of being emailed out. With a change in EYFS we no longer have weekly
themes and numbers to give you each week so our website and Facebook page will replace weekly emails.
The newsletter has always been uploaded to the website each week but for the initial few weeks we will send
out a link reminder as to where you can find it.

If you have any questions or queries about this, please get in touch.
If you have any queries/issues at all, please make sure you speak to Jo Galloway in setting or on 01580
212777 / 07483 262753.
As well as Jo Galloway, our manager, your child’s key worker and Zoe Bedford-Cooper, our business
manager zoeggvp@gmail.com I am always available should you wish to discuss any aspect of your preschool experience 07766 553728 / jaynegvp@gmail.com .
GENERAL NOTICES
Grapes / Olives & Blueberries: Please remember to cut your grapes, olives and blueberries in four. This is the
current Health and Safety guidelines. They can completely block a child’s airway and this is the simplest way
to take away this risk. Grapes should be cut length ways at a very minimum, but in four is recommended.
The same applies to any rounded soft fruits / vegetables.
Nuts and sesame: Can we remind all parents that no nuts of any kind or sesame are allowed in your child’s
lunch in setting. NO NUTELLA OR PEANUT BUTTER PLEASE.
Parking: Parking at the pre-school is limited so please be mindful of others and walk to setting if you can.
Please do not park or block the driveway to the vicarage as it is in daily use.
Sick Days: If your child is expected in setting and is ill and has to take a sick day then please ring the setting
asap to let us know: 01580 212777 / 07483 262753.
COVID:
For information and advice please see the government guidance: Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or
are a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case and any of the following apply:
•

they are fully vaccinated.

•

they are below the age of 18 years 6 months

•

they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial

•

they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a
positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised
to do so.
Children who are aged under 5 years old who are identified as close contacts will only be advised to take
a PCR test if the positive case is in their own household.

Staff who do not need to self-isolate, and children who usually attend the setting, and have been identified
as a close contact, should continue to attend the setting as normal.
18 year olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th birthday to allow
them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which point, they will be subject to the same rules as adults
and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as a close contact.
We all hope that you have a fabulous first week and term but if you have any questions, concerns or are
worried about anything please speak to a member of staff, Jo, or myself.

Many thanks,
Jayne Russell & Jo Galloway
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